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SUBJECT: ECOSOC WORKING GROUP ON ILLICIT PAYMENTS- 
SECOND SESSION 

REF: STATE 01 1838 

1 . JANUARY 2 1 , WE WENT OVER REFTEL PARAS ONE 
THROUGH FIVE WITH DANIEL BERNARD, QUAI INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS OFFICER RESPONSIBLE FOR ECOSOC. WHILE 
VERY AWARE OF NEED TO RESOLVE IMPASSE REGARDING WEO 
MEMBER SEATING IN CORRUPT PRACTICES 

WORKING GROUP, HE NOT RPT NOT SANGUINE ANYTHING COULD 
BE DONE ABOUT IT IN NEAR FUTURE. FRANCE, HE SAID, 
CONTINUED TO BE VERY INTERESTED IN THIS SUBJECT. IT 
WOULD OF COURSE CONTINUE TO PARTICIPATE AS ACTIVE 
OBSERVER SO LONG AS CURRENT SEATING PROBLEM REMAINED 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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BUT WOULD CONTINUE TO INSIST UPON BECOMING PERMANENT 
MEMBER AS PART OF ANY FINAL SOLUTION. 

2. AS FOR SUGGESTION THAT G-77 BE PRESENTED WITH 
PROPOSAL TO INCREASE WEO SEATS FROM FOUR TO SIX, 
BERNARD REACTED NEGATIVELY. EVEN IF NETHERLANDS 
WITHDRAWS, HE SAID, SUGGESTED EXPANSION- WHICH HE 
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AGREED WOULD BE ABOUT ALL TRAFFIC COULD BEAR-- 
WOULD STILL LEAVE TWO COUNTRIES OUT. SINCE MOST OTHER 
WEO CANDIDATES HAD POSITIONS ON THIS MATTER 
EQUALLY AS STRONG AS THAT OF FRANCE, HE CONCLUDED 
OUR COMPROMISE WAS UNLIKELY TO WORK. 
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